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MR. RADENBERG: Today is October 17th, 
2001. I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire 
Department, City of New York. The time is 
now 1655 hours. I'm conducting an interview 
with -- 

EMT ROTHMUND: JOHN ROTHMUND, EMT, 
Battalion 22. 

MR. RADENBERG: This interview is being 
conducted at EMS Battalion 22 regarding the 
events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. All yours, John. 

A. Okay. I was working 22 Adam with John 
Heer, my partner. We got assigned a job along 
with I believe five other units at the time. 
They told us to respond to the foot of the 
Verrazano Bridge and stand by. So we went. We 
were 63. 

By the time we got to the foot of the 

VZ, they had already called us through to the 
Brooklyn side of the VZ and stand by. Nota 
clue, never got a job, never heard anything. We 
really didn't know what was going on. 

We go over the bridge. As we get over 


the bridge, we look to our left and we can see 
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one of the towers was burning. So we had an idea 
what was going on. We got about to the foot of 
the Verrazano Bridge, and they called us again 
and told us to take it to the Brooklyn side of 
the Battery Tunnel and stand by. 

Once we got onto the Gowanus and over 
that bridge, there was a chain of emergency 
vehicles. We just kept going. We got to the 
foot of the tunnel. There was no way to turn 
off, no way to go, so you had to keep going. 

We went into Manhattan, came out 
through the tunnel. We wound up going up West up 
until I think it was Liberty, and staging was set 
at Liberty and West, right in that -- it could 
have been here (indicating), over there. 

At the time we had no idea what was 
going on. The only thing we knew, there was a 
fire, and we knew that from looking over off the 
bridge that a plane had hit it, but we thought it 
was a Cessna, like a little tiny private 
airplane. Nobody had a clue it was a commercial 
liner. 

Q. Right. 


A. So we set up staging at that area, 


J. ROTHMUND 


Liberty and West, and my partner and I got out. 
We were one of the first three at that location, 
ambulances. We got out. Saw how close we were 
in relation to the towers, we also saw that both 
towers were in flames. We didn't know what was 
going on there either. 

We decided to go see who we could talk 
to. We relocated the staging. We felt that it 
was totally unsafe where we were. So me and my 
partner tried to find authority figures, and 
there was really none around. The only person 
that seemed to have any kind of sense of why the 
staging was there was a voluntary unit. 

We figured, you know what, we're just 
going to relocate them. We relocated from 
Liberty and West down to South End. We started 
to line ambulances from South End up until 
Liberty. So you came from South End and Albany. 
I imagine it was Albany. Right now I can't 
remember. From the map that's what it looks 
like. 

Q. Okay. 
A. I don't know, there had to be 20, 30 


ambulances there that we moved. We felt it was 
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unsafe where we were. 

Q. Right. 

A. A long story short, we get all our 
stuff out, our equipment out, and we stand by. 
We were just waiting. We received one patient 
which had a head injury, laceration, who we gave 
to the voluntary Hazollah unit, because they 
already had a previous patient and they were 
going to go 82 to the hospital. So we put them 
with them so we don't lose another bus. 

At this time we saw people jumping from 
the roof, so we kind of realized the gravity of 
everything. We really just thought it was a bad 
fire. We really didn't know what the hell was 
going on. We saw so many people jumping. We 
just waited. 

We had walked up with equipment and 
whatnot from this location and up until Liberty, 
and we were standing by on Liberty just trying to 
see what was going on. Again, there was really 
no authority figures whatsoever. 

At that time we were looking at the top 
of the towers and all the rubble and people 


coming off, and all of a sudden you heard -- it 
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sounded like another airplane, or a missile. It 
was like a slow shake. The whole ground just 
vibrated and shook. We just told everybody to 
run, run into a building, let's go, run, run, 
run. 

We ran off of Liberty. We couldn't get 
very far. We got into a superette. We threw as 
many people as were coming into this superette, 
me and my partner. We never left each other's 
side the whole entire time. We were like Velcro. 
We got everybody into the deli superette. I 
don't know what the hell it was. It was big. It 
was good size. 

After that the debris was just coming 
down and coming down. Nobody could really stand 
there anymore. There was nobody else coming in, 
so we went in. We got inside. Again, we're the 
only kind of emergency service people that were 
in there. We were just as scared and nervous as 
everybody else. We just couldn't panic. 

We had about 40 people in this deli 
that we had to try and keep calm for a while. 

For the longest time we thought we were pinned 


in. We thought the rubble was in front. It was 
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rubble in front of the deli, in front of the 
windows. Whatever debris can be. We really 
didn't know. We just saw dark smoke. 

One guy fainted in the back, some Parks 
Department person, green uniform, gold shield. 

We roused him. He woke up. At that time after 
trying to keep everybody in the back of the store 
and calm, we tried to find an alternate exit. 

As we were trying to find an exit, 
somebody came down from the buildings up top; I 
don't know how many floors. I know we walked 
three floors. Anyway, we tried to find it, and 
they said there's women and children up top in 
the building that are stuck. They can't breathe, 
there's smoke, there's so much smoke nobody could 
breathe. 

So me and my partner grabbed a couple 
wet towels, ran upstairs, pulled out probably 
upwards of 10 to 20 people, women, children, 
pregnant women, pets, whatever the hell was up 
there, and we brought them all down into the 
store, because we had seen a back door. 

The back door was just as much filled 


with soot and smoke, but it was a way out. So we 
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figured we would keep everybody in here protected 
for a while. We brought everybody down. We just 
sat there and waited for a minute or two we saw 
that the front was clearing up. Everybody 
remained in side for a little while. 

We went outside, and you could see your 
hand in front of your face. That's how much it 
had cleared up. So we decided we've got to go 
and see what's going on. So we told everybody 
stay inside for a few minutes and let the dust 
settle. We had no patients. Everybody was 
relatively shook up, whatnot, but for the most 
part everybody was all right. 

We went outside. It was just like 
horrible. It was like a war. There was just 
nothing but soot and concrete chunks and whatever 
everywhere. Ambulances were covered in soot, 
doors wide open. There was nothing you could do. 
Everything was just a foot of soot and dirt, 
whatever you want to call it. 

We came out of the deli, and we see 
Chief Grant. We see him walk by. He was kind of 
dazed a little bit altered, a little AMS there. 


We went up to him to actually look for some kind 
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of -- to find out where we were going, what the 
situation was. He became more of a patient than 
anything. We made him our priority at the time 
because nobody else was there anyway. We put him 
back in the deli. 

We told everybody it's clearing up, to 
head to the water, come around, go down toward 
the esplanade. We treated him, gave him oxygen, 
flushed his eyes, gave water, whatever, tried to 
hook him up. He was a little bit shocked, is 
really what it came down to. 

We treated him for a few minutes. A 
few minutes -- time had no concept whatsoever, 
really no concept. It could have been 15 
minutes; it could have been 5 seconds. I have no 
clue. We took care of him. 

We wound up having another patient 
outside with minor bumps and bruises. We went to 
check on him with my partner. We never left each 
other. When I say "me," I mean "we"; okay? 

Q. Right. 
A. We went to check on this person. We 
turned around and Chief Grant was walking out of 


the building, heading right to the water. We 
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figured, you know what, he's going in a good 
direction, let him go. We're going to watch him 
walk down and that's it. 

That was the only place that had any 
kind of air was down next to the water. 

Q. Right. 

A. So we sent as many people as we could 
down towards the water if they're able to walk. 
We did have a few fractures and whatnot. 
Splinted like lightning, you know what I mean, 
got them out of there. 

Then we got into the ambulance, threw 
the stretcher back in the ambulance, because it 
was still running, and we figured the other 
tower's got to be coming down. So we took the 
ambulance and we moved the ambulance away down to 


the esplanade. Where we figured it would be kind 


of safe. 
Q. Right. 
A. AS we were going down I think it was 


Albany, I imagine. I'm really not sure. As we 
were going down Albany, I saw a captain. Oh, and 
at the time, after Grant had walked down towards 


the water, Chief McCracken came walking down and 
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walked back up. I couldn't catch the man. I 
don't know where he went. He disappeared into 
the smoke. I couldn't catch up to him no matter 
how much I tried. So we figured we're alone 
here, you know. 

As we were pulling down, we saw some 
captain. I really don't know who the gentleman 
was -- heavyset guy, black hair, it appeared to 
be, white helmet, blue shirt and the bars, you 
know -- asking us for a ride. I'm not going 
anywhere, I'm telling him. We're going down to 
the corner here, you know. 

I guess shock kind of took over him 
too, kind of getting emotional and whatnot. So 
we stopped and we let him into to the empty seat 
that we were going to drive, took him down. 

The inside of the ambulance was in no 
better shape than the outside air was. But we 
brought him down to there, told him here, get 
out, parked the truck, turned the battery off, 
whatever, got another patient. 

So I walked him back up again and got 
another patient. When I say "patients," minor: 


bruises, cuts and scratches, fractures that, go 
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ahead, keep walking. Fix you up quick and go. 

As we made our way back into it again 
trying to get -- to help, the other tower came 
down. We couldn't see anything, the smoke was 
just -- we couldn't -- the stuff, soot. 

Q. Where were you when the second tower 
came down? 

A. The second tower came down -- 

Q. Still back down in this area? 

A. No. We were probably up on South End 
or you know what, it might have been more on 
West. Yeah, it had to be on West, because we had 
moved the bus down and we had started walking 
north to get -- to help. That's what you assumed 
happened was the towers came down. 

Q. Right. 

A. We didn't know whether it came down or 
not. We really thought it was another plane 
hitting, but we figured if it was it was 
devastating, whatever it was. 

After we got the bus to safety, because 
that was our only egress out of there was that 
bus. 


Q. Right. 
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A. We treated another one, sent him on his 
way and went back up. Like I said, did a couple 
fractures -- what I'm guessing is Albany to west 
side. I'm really not sure. 

We went up toward midtown, and we went 
left on either South End or West. Right before 
we got anywhere near the towers, the other one -- 
you couldn't see the towers. You looked up and 
you couldn't see what was there or not. There 
was nothing but smoke. 

All of a sudden it happened again, the 
same exact sound, the same thing. 

Q. The noise and the vibrations? 

A. The noise and the vibrations. 

At that point everything -- it just 
came down. All you saw was the cloud of smoke 
coming at you, so we ran. No shame. We ran -- 

Q. None at all. 

A. -- right down Albany again to the 
esplanade. We escorted hundreds, hundreds of 
people down the esplanade, walked down to -- I 
have no idea where it was. We got to a point in 
the esplanade that seemed like it had a dock on 


it of some sort. A fireman or police officer -- 
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I was with maybe a handful of firemen, maybe two 
or three police officers. 

As I got down and escorted people out, 
we were trying to keep away from the smoke. We 
only had the respirators, which was after the 
second tower came down anyway. 

Q. Right. 

A. We just inhaled that air. And the air 
was nice over here. If you stayed on the bottom, 
stayed down on the ground and sucked a little 
air, you got a clear breath. 

Q. Right. 

A. Pulled all kinds of people down. 
Again, we didn't know what was going on. We 
thought it was a bomb, you know, like planes were 
dropping from the sky or missiles were hitting. 
We didn't know what the hell was going on. 

So a police officer took out a Chinese 
restaurant door, knocked it in. Whatever the 
case may be, he got in. We started lifting 
people up into this restaurant, the women, the 
kids, anybody, elderly people. We had to lift 
them over some kind of railing, because it was 


the easiest access from the esplanade to get them 
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in and out, because, again, it was just like a 
war zone. You didn't know what the hell was 
happening. 

So we got as many people as we could 
that came walking along that esplanade into that 
building and kept them there. At that time I 
believe Mark Harris -- I saw Mark Harris and 
Kathy Zarr. They came over, and as they started 
to make up the triage area with zero equipment. 
We had nothing. Just maybe a supportive thing 
for themselves or for the patients. We really 
had nothing to do anything with. 

The boats started coming in on the 
corner over the water. We started pulling out 
the women and children from where we put them in 
not 20 minutes before or however long before. We 
started pulling them back out, put them on boats 
to get them over to New Jersey. I don't know how 
long we did that for. Again, treatment for minor 
things along the way, nothing to speak of. We 
pulled them all out. 

We didn't like the idea of having a 
triage here because we had nothing. We decided 


we've got to walk and find somebody else, some 
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kind of brass. 

Q. Right? 

A. After this whole place was evacuated, 
there was nobody left on this esplanade, me and 
my partner took off walking down -- I don't see 
it on the map. I really wouldn't know where to 
begin what the name of the street would be. 

Q. Let me see if I have another map. I 
don't know if that's going to be any better. 

A. Not a bad map. We were right here. 
This would be -- 

Q. South Cove Park? 

A. Right. This is where we were. South 
Cove Park is where we were putting people on 
boats and where we had put the people into that 
restaurant, keeping them safe and out of the 
fumes, the smoke. 

After we got everybody off of that 
esplanade and out of that restaurant, women and 
children, onto these boats, we had no patients. 
It was just mostly men who were totally capable 
of handling themselves. 

Q. Right. 


A. Police officers there, firemen, still 
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remained there. Like I said, we had no brass. 

We had no equipment to set up a triage spot. So 
we started to walk down along the esplanade down 
South Cove Park. As we were about to turn the 
corner, we saw another EMS guy. I don't know who 
he was. He said they set up a triage point, a 
staging point, at South Ferry and they also set 
one up at Chelsea Pier. 

So in relation to where we were at the 
time, we felt that the south ferry was a lot 
closer. So before we walked any further, we 
decided we've got to go back and see what we 
could do. We turn around, went back up. As we 
went back up, everybody was just coming back 
down. I mean, firemen, cops, everybody, just 
coming back away from there. Nobody was saying 
much of anything, just like don't go there, just 
leave, don't go in there. 

So we went back up to where we had 
parked our ambulance on Albany and the esplanade, 
went to get back into the ambulance, and the 
windows were all gone. All the windows were 
blown out in the back. We tried to get in to 


start it. There was an amazing cloud of soot in 
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there. The soot was on the seats like six inches 
deep. We jumped in to try to get it started, and 
she was dead. 

So we then walked the whole esplanade 
down to I guess maybe First Avenue, First Place, 
still on the esplanade, though, to where we found 
a chief. I don't know who the man was. Nicest 
guy in the world. 

Q. EMS chief? 

A. EMS chief. EMS chief. I don't know 
who he was. He didn't want to hear anything but 
how we were. I guess we looked pretty horrible 
at the time. He asked us if we needed treatment, 
whatnot. We said we needed a little rest, a 
little water, wipe our eyes out of the soot. 

He said he was setting up a small 
staging spot with just one ambulance. He had 
equipment, had oxygen. He didn't have an oxygen 
regulator. It just so happened I had my own 
personal regulator on me that I didn't want to 
leave in the ambulance and I took, which I never 
Saw again. It was gone. I gave him the oxygen. 

Again, we set up a treatment area right 


at that area. I don't know at all where that 


J. ROTHMUND 19 


would be except for maybe First and esplanade if 
that even exists. Needless to say, we sat there 
for an hour or so. Again, time really is hard. 

Q. Right. 

A. Evacuating people off of Manhattan onto 
boats with the Fire Department and Police 
Department. We treated whomever needed to be 
treated in the ambulance that was there. There 
was about maybe five or six other techs there, 
and I imagine the chief stayed. I don't know who 
it would be. 

We didn't do much treatment after that 
point because we were pretty shot. He was just 
letting us sit for a few minutes, cooling off, 
whatever. If I had to guess, I would say this 
was about 1:00 now, maybe 2:00. This was late. 
We were there for a good piece of time. We 
didn't get down to this ferry until maybe 2, 
3:00, something like that. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I'm really not sure. But he had told 
us that this area was a safe area. He had heard 
something about the ferry being set up as a 


triage point, but he wasn't sure. He said as 
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soon as he gets more information he'll move us if 
he needs to. But as it was, we were ina safe 
area. We had a steady flow of people who were 
potential patients. So we remained there for a 
good piece of time. I don't know how long. 

After most of the patients evacuated 
off the island already in the boats -- and there 
were numerous amounts of boats along the 
promenade, just pulling people on. You throw 
them on. 

Q. Right. 

A. We all picked up and walked. I guess 
the esplanade goes around lower Manhattan. So we 
walked along the water across a park -- I don't 
know where the park is; here you go, Robert F. 
Wagner Park -- down to the ferry. 

We got to the terminal, and it was like 
a godsend, because everybody's in there. All the 
triage stuff was set up. 

That was it. We remained there. Not 
many people to treat at that time. Everybody was 
off the island. Anybody that was walking and 
able to treat was treated and sent off that 


island already, whether it be on a boat along the 
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promenade or underneath the ferry or Chelsea 
Pier, whoever walked over there. We didn't have 
anybody really that I can say was serious. 
Everybody was gone. They got up and left. 

At that point we stayed there until 
12:00 that night, maybe, 12:30 that night. I 
jumped on the ferry and came back to the island. 
I didn't have a ride once I got to the island. 
We had to take a train to Eltingville. We sat on 
the corner of Eltingville waiting for a 
lieutenant to come pick us up, which there was 
none of. 

We wound up getting a ride from some 
hell of a nice guy that just pulled over and 
drove us back to the station. So that was the 
tie-in to the fitting night. 

I don't know what else to Say. 

Q. When you first came into Manhattan 
through the battery, you came up the West Side 
Highway coming up there? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember who else was with you 
when you got up to West and Liberty up there? 


A. No. As far as units? 
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Q. Not necessarily the unit numbers. 

A. I know a couple of the guys, but I'm 
new out here too. So I don't know them by name 
or anything. 

Q. They were from -- 

A. No, they weren't from EMS. They were 
from Staten Island, yes. One was a Staten Island 
unit which pulled up -- I don't know, I'd have to 


say a few minutes, four minutes after I did, 


maybe. 
Q. Volunteer units? 
A. Yeah, volunteer. 
Q. Staten Island Hospital? 
A. Yeah, Staten Island Hospital. 


One guy's name was Mitch who was over 
there. Then I saw a Vinnie's unit. These are 
ones that I took note of because I knew the guys. 

Q. Right. 

A. There was a few Hazollah. There was a 
couple of Richmond County. I saw some Metro 
people. 

Again, when I pulled up it seemed they 
had this triage spot where the ambulances were 


sitting, awaiting patients. There was, I have to 
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say, a bravo ambulance, if I'm not mistaken. I 
don't really know for sure. None of them were 
EMS. None of these ambulances were EMS who set 
up this staging point. That's why we changed it. 
We said, you know what, this is not a spot for us 
to be in, so we moved it around. 

Q. Okay. 

A. That's all I remember. Nobody stopped 
there anymore. Everybody just turned around and 


came down the street. They didn't think twice 


about it. 
That was it. I saw no brass. I saw no 
brass. 
Q. On Liberty? You didn't come across any 
supervisors? 
A. No. There was, I imagine it was a 


lieutenant, whether it was EMS or the Fire 
Department. I saw numerous PD who instructed me 
where to go, and the lieutenant instructed me 
where to go. I couldn't tell you who he was. If 
you paid me a million dollars, I wouldn't know. 

There was umpteen brass all over here, 
but we hadn't gotten that far yet. After we 


relocated our ambulances, we got up to Liberty 
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and started walking in, and it happened. 
Everything came down. We didn't know where, 
what. We just took cover, basically. 

It was west side to Liberty. We 
relocated from Liberty to South End and Albany. 
Q. Okay. Any thoughts or comments? 

A. No. I'm glad I made it out of there; 
sorry for the people that didn't. I wish we 
could have done more, but there was nothing we 
could do. 

Q. I thank you. 

MR. RADENBERG: The time is now 1722. 


The interview is concluded. 


